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booses of legislature down to the most 
petty corporations. 

" We state that whenever the labour of 
publk: duly i$*to be exacted and enforced, 
the Catholic is sought out and selected ; — 
where honour or rewards are to be dispen- 
sed, he is neglected and contemned. 

" Where the military and naval strength 
«f the empire is to be, recruited, tlie Ca- 
tholics are eagerly solicited, qay compell- 
ed to bear at least their lull share in the 
perils of warfare and in lowest ranks, but 
when preferment arid promotion (the dear 
and legitimate prize of successful valour) 
are to he distributed as. rewards of merit, 
no laurels a>e destined to grace a Catho- 
lic's braw, or fit the wearer for command. 

" We state thus generally the grievous 
condition of the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land, occasioned solely by the fatal influ- 
ence and operation of the penal laws, and 
though We forbear to enter into greater 
detail, yet we do hot the.less trust to the 
influence of reason and justice (which e- 
Tentijalry ,n ™st prevail) tor effecting a full 
and deliberate inquiry into our grievances, 
and accomplishing our effectual relief. 

"■ We do beg leave however, most so- 
lemnly to press upon the attention of this 
honourable house, the imminent public 
dangers which necessarily result from so 
inverted an order of things, and so. vicious 
and unnatural a system of legislation, a 
system which has long been the reproach 
of this nation, and isunparalleled through- 
out modern Christendom. 

" AnjJ we state it as our fixed opinion, 
Ihat'to restore to the Caihnlics of Ireland, 
a fall, equal, and unqualified participation 
of the benefits.of the laws and constitution 
of England, and to withdraw all the priva- 
tions, rejtrictions and yexatious distinc- 
tions, wVieh oppress, injure, and afflict 
them in their country, is now become a 
measure, not merely expedient but abso- 
lutely necessary, not only a debt of right 
j)tie tfoa complaioinr people; but, perhaps, 
the last rtmaTnin*: resource of this empire, 
ii> the preservation of which we take si* 
4eep an interest. 

"We therefore pray this, honourable 
house to take into their most serious con- 
sideration, the n'ature extent, and opera- 
tion of the aforesaid penal laws, and by 
repealing the same altogether, to restore 
to lie Roman Catholics cf Ireland those 



liberties so long; withheld, and their due 
share in that constitution, which they in 
common with their fellow subjects of every 
other description contribute by taxes, 
arms, and industry to sustain and defend. 
" And your petitioners will eyer pray, 
&c." 

»ESOLOTIONS OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS. 

Atameetiug of the Roman Catholic 
Frelates, assembled in Dublin, on the 
2+th instant, the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted ! 

1 . Resolved, That it is the undoubted 
awl exclusive right of Roman Catholic 
bishops to discuss and decide on all mat* 
ters appertaining to the doctrine and dis- 
cipline of (he Roman Catholic Church. 

2. Resolved, That we do hereby con- 
firm and declare our unaltered adherence 
to the resolutions unanimously ewteied 
into at our last general meeting, on the 
14th September 1«08. 

3. Resolved, That we are convinced 
that the oath of allegiance framed and 
proposed by the legislature itself, and 
taken by us, is not only adequate security 
for our loyalty, buf that \re know of no 
stronger pledge, that we can possibly give. 

4. Resoived, That having disclaimed 
upon oath all rjigbt in the pope, ot any 
other foreign potentate, to interfere in the 
temporal concerns of the kingdom, an ad- 
herence to the practice observed in the 
appointment of Irish Roman Catholic 
Bishops can not tend to produce an undue 
or mischievous exercise of any foreign 
influence whatsoever. 

5. Resolved, That we neither -seek 
nor desire any other earthly considera- 
tion for oiir spiritual .ministry to our re- 
spective flocks, save what they may, 
from a sense of religion and duty, volun- 
tarily afford us. 

6. Resolved, That an address explan- 
atory of these our sentiments, be pre- 
pared and directed to the Roman Catho- 
lic -Clergy and Laity, of Ireland, and 
conveying such further instruction as ex- 
isting cirenmstanc^smay seem to require. 

fc*The explanatory address, contain- 
ingttre resolutions at large, was publish- 
ed- (by authority) on Friday March 2d, by 
H. Eitzpatrick, No. 4, Capel -street, 
Printer and Bookseller to the ft. C. Col- 
lege of Maynooth. 
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Captain Doneran, who has lately ed no ret! savages,, except the Dutch ta- 

trawelled 1000 leagues into the interior of habitants of the frontier provinces of the 

justly observes; that he discover colony j as also appears from the follow- 
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tag account given by Colonel Edwards, 
in bis travels in that country, in the year 
1T97 I—*" In the neighbourhood of Swel- 
lendaro there are bushtnen Hottentots, 
who might be civilized and made Useful, 
ifthey were not hunted and pursued like 
wild beasts, by the spirit .of revenge and 
hatred which the planters harbour against 
them. I have known fanners join to- 
gether to hunt these miserable people, 
as we hunt a fox.for perhaps carrying off 



a strayed sheep or lamb ; and I once 
s.aw, after the chase was over, these blood- 
hounds draw lots for the first choice of 
two little boys they found concealed in a 
bush, and whom they unrelentingly seized 
ami enslaved . In this state, to the dis- 
grace of humanity, matters remain ; for 
no endeavours have as yet been made to 
civilize these ignorant creatures, and 
make them useful to society." 



DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 



Spring assizesfoi the County of Antrim, 
at Carr'iekfergus. 

CROWN COURT. 

BEFORE HON J D ST ICE FOX. 

Rubbery of Uev. Mr, Thompson's, House, 
Carnmoney. 

Hugh Kenneth), Bernard Kane, rVillvm 
M'Clurktn, Bryan Harrigan, and Jamet 
Brown, were indicted for attempting to rob 
the house of the Rev. Mr. Thompson, at 
Carnmoney. They were also indicted for 
conspiring to rob said house, and (or an 
assault on Mr. M'GTelland. 

The Rev. Mr. Thompson stated, that 
on the 2fith May last, between sine and 
ten in the evening, he Was in the kitchen 
batbi ng his feet j hi* servant girl bad gone 
out, and in a few minutes after be heard 
a noise outside the house; bis daughier 
opened the door but shut it immediately a- 
gaio, on perceiving a number of men a- 
busing the girl, whose cries he then heard. 
At bis desire, hi; man servant went to the 
door, but is not certain whether be opened 
it ; the men were rushing into the bouse, 
upon which bis servant exclaimed— what 
do yon want ?*> to which they replied, 
•'■ o — ——-II to you* soul, yon shall anon 
know," and knocked him down; one of 
them had a large pistol, another had a bay- 
onet, and the third a small sword. These 
three attacked his man servant, and he 
retreated through the kitchen into the 
hall. Witness upon seeing the men im- 
mediately got up and ceisedgi pitchfork, 
and made a push at one of the fellows ; — 
but the candle went out, and at the mo- 
ment Mr. M'CWland entered the hall ; 
and one of them levelled a blow at wit- 
ness, but Mr. M'C. drove his arm aside ; 
he then preseuted-the pistol at M r. M'C; 
but he struck up the muzzle with bis hand, 
and the contents of the pistol, large slugs, 
went through the front of Mr. M'C's hat, 
and shot off one of bis fingers. Witness 
was standing immediately behiud Mr. M' 
C. and if the pistol bad gone off ia the 



direction first pointed, it might have kilt- 
ed them both. Ou the discharge of the 
pistol, tbey immediately retreated. The 
whole transaction did not occupy above 
two or three minutes. The servant man 
Was wounded on the head in several places- 
He could not identify any of the prisoners. 

Henry Green, a prisoner, was examined 
to prove that there had been a plan laid to 
rob Mr. Thompson's house. In March or 
April, witness was a prisoner, jn Carrick- 
fergus jail ; he there saw Hugh Kennedy, 
who asked him to lend him a pair of pistols, 
as he intended to rob the bouse of Mrs. 
Montgomery/county DoiVn, and also the 
house of Mr. Thompson, where he expect- 
ed to get a great deal of money. 

On his cross examination, he said he had 
been 13 months in jail; had been two or 
three times in jail j bad often escaped the 
rope, and hoped be would again j he is 
now in jail for breaking a shop, and be- 
iWves be was found guilty, but has not yet 
been sentenced ; wa s resolved to do all 
the good he could, and wished them all to 
confess ; be has no hopes of getting out 
of prison by what he now swears. 

Theiudge' in his charge to the jury, la- 
mented that there was no proof that could 
attach gnilttoany of the prisoners, ex- 
cept the evidence of Green, which went 
to prove the act of conspiracy to rob 
against Kennedy. The prisoners were all 
acquitted, but ordered to find bail. 

STEALING A COW, 

Tkomas Dowaghy was indicted for 
stealing a cow, the property of Jane Aik- 
en, at Ballygruby', county Oerry. 

J nines Kernaghati deposed, that on 
Tuesday the 29th August last, a cow was 
stolen fiom the farm of widow Aiken, who 
is his neighbour. In consequence of hear- 
ing that the cow had bt en stopped, he 
went on Sunday following to a place 30 
miles distant, where be found the cow in a 
cow-house, and- from another house the 
prisoner JJuuagby was brought out in 



